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What does this mean for your project?

While the criteria for defining a wetland
did not change, the documentation re-
quired to define a wetland has been ex-
panded. The result is that delineation of
difficult areas may require multiple field
visits during the growing season to obtain
the proper amount of data; therefore, it is
even more important to identify the need
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If you have questions con-
cerning the new proce-
dures or would like to
schedule wetland surveys
for 2009, please contact
Mary Lou Goodpaster or
Bryan Cross at 21824-
264.

for wetland surveys as early as possible in

the project schedule. An added complexity

The Corps of Engineers recently releaseith the process is the additional require-

a series of regional supplements to the ment, in certain cases, for including refer-
1987 Wetland Delineation Manual. The ence sites (undisturbed sites that are be-
purpose of the supplements is to addreskeved to represent the same natural vege
regional differences in climate, geology, tation, soils and hydrology conditions of
soils, hydrology, plant and animal com- the project site). This means access to
munities and other factors that are impomeighboring parcels to complete surveys
tant to the identification of wetlands. Themust be considered during the planning
regional supplements do not change theprocess.

way wetlands are defined and do not  Because the new data sheets require adc
address the complex jurisdictional issuesional documentation, and require more
that have been the subject of numerous detailed investigations and data analysis
court challenges. The Midwest regional for problem areas, wetland surveys will
supplement covers all or part of 14 require more effort than in the past, whict
states, including most of lllinois and northeuld translate to increased project costs
ern Missouri. As well as providing addi- Therefore, a proactive approach will con-
tional detail on the identification and trol costs in the long run.

documentation of vegetation, soils and

hydrology in typical Midwestern wet-

lands, the supplement provides detailed

recommendations for addressing difficult

wetland situations such as areas where

vegetation has been destroyed or signifi-

cantly altered, areas with seasonal shifts

in plant communities, artificially drained

soils, and others. The use of the new re-

gional supplement, including new forms

and methods, became mandatory after

December 1, 2008.
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